
Many of us have 

great childhood 

memories of playing 

outdoors Running 

around, climbing 

trees, building dens, 

making mud pies 

and inventing new 

games that kept us 

occupied for hours – 

these are all things 

that contribute to a 

happy, healthy 

upbringing. 

 

 

                                                                                   

                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We would like to thank all the children who sent in 

pictures and photos of their beautiful rainbows. Please 

keep sending these and we will share them on our 

Facebook page with you.  
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Story Stones…  

 Try painting stones and 

pebbles with story 

characters to encourage 

children to build their 

own stories and 

characters (this works 

especially well when they 

are added to herb 

gardens, sand pits and 

grassed areas etc).  

remember grassed areas 

don’t need to be huge: a 

tyre filled with compost 

and then turfed makes a 

great grass small world 

starting point and can be 

fitted into any backyard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 The TTS group has created an Early Years 

home learning collection packed with various 

activities, songs and learning tools for you to go through 

at home. From learning how to make playdough to trying 

new exercises, there is plenty of content for you to try at 

home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Between the ages of 2 and 5 years old children love 
to make marks and draw pictures. 

This stage is a wonderful time for children to 
explore their creativity and for parents to join in 
and enjoy some activities together. 

Four things to know about drawing and painting 

1. Supports emotional development.  It allows 
children to process ideas and express feelings. It 
is also a great way to help them feel 
empowered.  

2. Feel positive about early writing. Children 
who enjoy mark making develop an 
understanding that marks can be used as 
symbols to represent ideas. 

3. Reflects interest and knowledge. What 
children choose to draw and paint often shows 
what is important to them. This is why they 
paint family members. 

4. Builds and maintains confidence. The focus 
for adults in children’s earliest years should be 
to build confidence and enjoyment, so when they 
become self-critical they don’t give up. 
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Heuristic play and 

Treasure baskets  

 What is it? 

 This is an activity in which babies can 

play with and explore the properties of 

objects from the real world. 

Treasure baskets can be used with 

babies from the time they can sit un-

aided. The objects in a treasure basket 

can be made from anything but plastic. 

They can come from any source in 

nature or around the house 

What is it for? 

 Young babies discover and learn about 

the world through their sensory motor 

development. The baby’s primary 

instinct is to explore objects by 

mouthing them, in order to find out 

about the objects characteristics. 

Heuristic play stimulates all of the 

senses, thus creating a rich learning 

experience. 

It is through handling the objects that a 

baby develops contact with the outside 

world and begins to make their own 

choices and decisions. 

Example objects: 

• Wooden spoons, egg cup, door wedge, 

pegs, coasters, • Sponges, knitted toy, 

flannel, body puff, leather purse • Metal 

pans, spoons, bangle/braclet,curtain 

ring, tea strainer, bells, whisk • Variety 

of Brushes • Pine cones, acorns • Ball, 

bath plug with chain .

 

https://www.tts-group.co.uk/aboutus/about-us.html
https://mcusercontent.com/98797cdb1f27660122674e960/files/c4ac821f-268e-45fa-8a91-a147069171bd/Early_Years_Home_Learning_Collection.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/98797cdb1f27660122674e960/files/c4ac821f-268e-45fa-8a91-a147069171bd/Early_Years_Home_Learning_Collection.pdf


 

Playdough has so many benefits including  

Building finger strength for early writing skills, 

Building fantastic imagination making different models 

Use it to introduce mathematical language eg - short, long, heavy, light,  

It can be used to help children channel their frustrations. Malleable materials 

are great for this!  

 

 

                                                                        

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


